
The GPCA R&I Summit hosted the six edition of GPCA’s 
Leaders of Tomorrow program aimed at promoting STEM 
education and bridging the gap between industry and 
academia. A dedicated student seminar held on day two 
opened with a presentation by Dr. Abdulwahab Al Sadoun, 
Secretary General, GPCA, who highlighted the significance of 
the chemical industry in modern day life, and the numerous 
career opportunities within the burgeoning petrochemical 
sector. The Arabian Gulf region is home to 16 world-class 
innovation centers located throughout the region, from Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait, to UAE, Qatar and Oman. Regional 
research centers date back to the late 1960s with no focus on 
industrial research. It was only in the late 1990s that industrial 
research centers were built in Saudi Arabia and elsewhere by 
leading chemical companies such as SABIC, Tasnee, Bouroge, 
Sipchem, and Saudi Aramco. Research universities such as 
Masdar Institute of Science and Technology in Abu Dhabi and 
King Abdullah University of Science and Technology (KAUST) 

in Saudi Arabia were founded only recently in 2007 and 2009 
respectively. At present, the GCC chemical industry continues to 
invest in developing its Research & Innovation (R&I) capabilities 
with a focus on process engineering (optimizing processes and 
supply chain) and products applications (e.g. creating new blends/
formulations). 

Dr. Sadoun was followed on stage by Fahd Al Sherehy, VP 
Innovation and Technology, SABIC, who shared his experience 
building a career in the GCC chemical industry, and highlighted 
SABIC’s efforts to create value through innovation. With its large 
global base, SABIC employs 2,000+ researchers in more than 
20 research centers and over 60 projects worldwide. SABIC is 
responsible for the development of 30+ innovative technologies and 
13,000 patents. It releases 150 new products each year, one third 
of which are 100% sustainable. Innovation is everyone’s job in every 
discipline, concluded Mr. Al Sherehy, challenging the students to be 
innovative and work as a team.

Dr. Moayyed Al Qurtas, Chairman, GPCA Research and Innovation 
Committee, highlighted the role of innovation in the polymer 
industry. In addition to the presentations, Dr. Alaa Idris, a professor 
from the American University in Cairo (AUC), engaged with the 
students in an interactive session where the students were 
presented with a series of questions related to the conference and 
showcased their findings in the form of a presentation.  

GPCA Leaders of 
Tomorrow 

| 5th GPCA Research and Innovation Summit16



6th GPCA Leaders of Tomorrow 
highlights
Æ www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQ5YVGmfYDI

Leaders of tomorrow is an opportunity that 
all students should experience once in 
their lifetime. It brought together students, 
academia and professionals from across the 
regional and international platforms to share 
knowledge and developments. 

Mohammed Hassan, Student, KFUPM

We have gained knowledge from people with 
many years of experience. It’s a great opportunity 
to also share with others our research and all the 
progress we have made in our studies.

Ghadeer Redha, Trainee, Orpic 
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