
LEADERS OF TOMORROW

Over 140 science and engineering students from around the GCC 

region attended the 13th Annual GPCA Forum as part of GPCA’s 

Leaders of Tomorrow (LoT) program. Powered by SABIC, this was 

the program’s 9th edition. The students attended a specially designed 

seminar with presentations from senior industry leaders and an 

interactive session hosted by IHS Markit. 

The seminar began with welcome remarks and introduction to LoT by 

Dr. Abdulwahab Al-Sadoun, Secretary General, GPCA, and continued 

with a presentation by Sami Al Osaimi, VP Corporate Affairs, SABIC, 

entitled ‘Experiences of a ‘millennial’ in the petrochemical industry.’ 

The GPCA Leaders of Tomorrow program 
entered its 9th edition at the 13th Annual GPCA 
Forum, attracting record number of participants

The first session led by IHS Markit and entitled ‘Enabling modern 

living and the advancement of humankind’ provided important insight 

into the role of the chemical industry in modern day living. Students 

learned about the role of hydrocarbons as the key building blocks in 

everyday products; and how job creation and economic development 

are enabled by chemistry. They also learned about strategic 

issues and global trends affecting the chemical industry such as 

globalization, economic megatrends, safety, sustainability, climate 

and its impact in the industry, digitalization and the transformation to 

Industry 4.0. 
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At the end of the program, students participated in an interactive 

group exercise aimed at teaching participants about strategic 

decision making in the chemical industry. The winner was selected 

based on the quality of their presentation and findings and awarded a 

prize for their work.

On the afternoon of the same day, a specially organized visit to 

Borouge Innovation Centre provided students with an opportunity 

to learn about the practical side of the industry and the role of 

innovation in driving value creation and growth. 

Leaders of Tomorrow is GPCA’s flagship program dedicated to 

building local human capital in the region by promoting STEM and 

bridging the gap between academia and industry. It is considered 

as the first official collective step where industry stakeholders 

collaborate in shaping skills and preparing the future industry leaders 

for a career in the chemicals sector.

LoT provides university students engaged in science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics (STEM) an opportunity to learn about 

the industry and encourage them to start a career in chemistry and 

other allied industries. To date, the program has hosted over 550 

participants from 50 universities across the six GCC states sponsored 

by 23 GPCA member companies. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfNxBYsEpCc

“Leaders of Tomorrow is a good 
opportunity for students to have 
a deeper look in the industry 
and gain crucial insights.” 

Nour Ibrahim Saad, Student, AUD
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