
The 12th edition of GPCA’s Leaders of Tomorrow program, powered 
by SABIC, took place on 24-26 September at the 10th GPCA Fertilizer 
Convention in Kempinski Hotel, Muscat, Oman. 90 students from 
universities in five GCC states took part in the program and attended 
the conference, taking advantage of the networking and learning 
opportunities presented at the event.

GPCA Leaders of 
Tomorrow – 12th edition

On day zero an exclusive student seminar with knowledge packed 
presentations was facilitated by industry experts who provided insight 
into the fertilizer sector, as well as potential career prospects and 
important skill sets needed to succeed. Samir Al Abdrabbuh, Executive 
Vice President, Agri-Nutrients, SABIC, delivered the first presentation, 
focusing on the unlimited opportunities that the industry presents.  
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In this session, Abdrabbuh spoke about his personal career journey. 
He praised the role of education and urged students to stay open 
to possibilities. Thirst for knowledge in diverse areas, discipline and 
upholding high personal and work ethics are other key ingredients to 
a successful career, he told participants. Lastly, he emphasized the 
importance of adopting a positive attitude. 

The second speaker during the student seminar was Marjo Louw, 
Director, Majolo Global Solutions, who discussed the changing nature 
of work and careers and what it means for the university students who 
are yet to enter the workforce. Louw provided an outline of recent 
economic changes, the ways the future is transforming and how to 
adapt to future needs.

In an interactive session following his presentation, Louw engaged 
attendees with various activities designed to provide them with a 
glimpse into the industry and the real workplace environment. Following 
up from his previous session, he encouraged them to discuss the 
way forward by addressing the following questions in groups: What is 

changing in your world? What will you need to thrive? How will STEM 
skills and careers change in the future?

A virtual tour around OMIFCO’s facilities was organized on day one, 25 
September, offering an exciting opportunity for students to experience 
how companies in this sector operate and learn more about their work 
ethics and culture. This session was conducted by Said Al Saedi, Safety 
and Occupational Health Team Leader, OMIFCO, one of OMIFCO’s 
founding employees.

About Leaders of Tomorrow

Leaders of Tomorrow (LOT) is an initiative by GPCA together with its 
stakeholders that aims to bridge the gap between academia and the 
industry and promote STEM education. With its first edition launched 
during the Annual Forum in 2016, LOT aims to gear students up with 
the hands-on experience and skillset required after graduating from 
universities and starting their career in the industry

“The conference was a very useful experience because we met a lot 
of experts and scientists who taught us tricks to improve our skills, 
think creatively and find solutions out of the books. I understood how 
the scientists think, the techniques they are using and how can I apply 
these techniques in my future career. I am currently working on my 
university project, where we convert fish waste to fertilizer which I 
discussed with a company here who will help me make this product 
ready for the market. Thank you for this experience.”

Majid Al-Alawi
Student, Sultan Qaboos University

“Leaders of Tomorrow is one of the best 
programs that GPCA has adopted. It’s a 
passion of mine to support our young male 
and female students in the GCC countries 
and globally and if we can influence at least 
some of them to find the path to be successful 
processionals in the future than I will be deeply 
gratified.”

Samir Al-Abdrabbuh, EVP – Agri-Nutrients, SABIC 
and Vice Chairman, Fertilizers Committee, GPCA

       Watch the video
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4W0GQDcbI8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4W0GQDcbI8



