
LEADERS OF TOMORROW

Over a hundred science and engineering students from around the 

Arabian Gulf attended the 14th Annual GPCA Forum as part of GPCA’s 

Leaders of Tomorrow (LoT) program. Powered by SABIC, this was the 

program’s 14th edition. The students attended a specially designed 

seminar with presentations from senior industry leaders and an 

interactive session hosted by Korn Ferry. 

The seminar began with welcome remarks and introduction to the 

initiative by Dr. Abdulwahab Al-Sadoun, Secretary General, GPCA, and 

The GPCA Leaders of Tomorrow program 
entered its 14th edition at the Annual GPCA 
Forum, attracting 140 students from 28 
universities across the GCC region.

continued with a presentation by Mutlaq Al Morished, CEO, TASNEE, 

aimed at providing an overview of the petrochemical industry, how it 

was founded, and the challenges it faces today. Al Morished began by 

highlighting the size of the chemicals industry at USD 4 trillion, with Asia 

and GCC driving growth over the past decade. The Middle East is the 

third largest gas producer globally and is expected to be the second 

largest driver of growth until 2035, after US shale gas, he explained. He 

concluded by highlighting the key challenges facing chemical players in 

the region. These include diminishing price advantage for ethane and 

propane due to competition from US shale gas, competition from coal 

to olefins in China, limited availability of gas feedstock for petrochemical 

conversion and no clear pricing framework for liquid feedstocks. 

Abdulaziz Al-Oudan, Executive Vice President HR, SABIC, discussed 

the opportunities to develop a career in today’s chemical industry.  
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       Watch the video

He began his presentation by sharing his own journey at SABIC, from 

starting as a fresh graduate to climbing up the executive ladder. Al-

Oudan told students the five key ingredients to building a successful 

career: 1) have a sense of purpose: plan your journey 2) define your 

vision 3) adopt the right attitude 4) develop the ‘winning attributes in 

our industry’ 5) demonstrate leadership skills: be the impact you want 

to see. 

In the last presentation and interactive session of the day Niam Sinno, 

Associate Client Partner, Korn Ferry, presented about the concept of 

transformational leadership and explained to LoT participants what 

steps they need to take today to become successful leaders in the 

future. She drew upon her own professional experience and shared a 

number of lessons learnt and best career practices. The presentation 

concluded with an interactive session designed to engage students 

in a practical exercise and facilitate an exchange of new ideas and 

knowledge. 

Students also enjoyed a visit to Borouge Innovation Centre and 

ADNOC Research and Innovation Center which provided them with a 

great opportunity to learn about the practical side of the industry and 

the role of innovation in driving value creation and growth. 

Leaders of Tomorrow is GPCA’s flagship program dedicated to 

building local human capital in the region by promoting STEM and 

bridging the gap between academia and industry. It is considered as 

the first official collective step where industry stakeholders collaborate 

in shaping skills and preparing the future industry leaders for a career 

in the chemicals sector.

LoT provides university students engaged in science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics (STEM) an opportunity to learn about 

the industry and encourage them to start a career in chemistry and 

other allied industries. 

“We had a great session which looked at the petrochemical industry 
and provided a historical view, but also highlighted the challenges that 
are awaiting us as leaders of the future. We learnt about key leadership 
traits and were able to network with senior industry decision makers. 
My experience taking part in the Leaders of Tomorrow program has 
been great and I advise everyone to join on this exciting journey.”

Abdulaziz Fahd Alghamdi, Student, Jubail University College 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxigqZLyz2o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxigqZLyz2o



